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Mahatma Gandhi is one of the most written-about figures in modern history. Why then a
new biography of him? In his talk, Ramachandra Guha explains why he chose to research
and write a new, two-volume study of the life and struggles of Gandhi. He explores the
complex interplay between biography and history. He explains the kinds of primary
sources he used, dwelling on materials ignored by or not accessible to previous
biographers. He lays emphasis on the importance of ‘secondary characters’, the family,
friends, colleagues and rivals who profoundly shaped what Gandhi did and thought.
Finally, he shares some of the findings that he was himself most surprised or moved by.
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